Collecting information about The Picts

Read each sentence carefully and use the words at the bottom of the page to help you fill in the blanks
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Word bank

Scotland	tribe		Pict		people		painting
language	skilled		growing	symbols	


Which fact did you find most interesting about The Picts?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Who were the Picts?

The Picts were the indigenous of northern Scotland. They were not a single tribe but a group of
who are thought to have come originally from Scandinavia, settled first in Orkney, and then

migrated south. They lived in, , before, during and after the Romans came. They are first mentioned as

"Picts” by the Roman writer Eumenius in 297 CE, who referred to them as "Picti” ("the painted ones"), because of

their habit of their bodies with dye a bit like modern day tattoos. Some people debate whether

this is the true origin of their name, however, and it is now thought that they probably referred to themselves as

"Pecht”, the word for "the ancestors” and this is where the name has come from.
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What were they like?

They spoke a called Pictish. They lived in tightly-knit communities and built their homes out of wood.
The Picts were also thought to be excellent farmers, crops and keeping animals for food and clothing.
Certainly, horses were important to the Picts as they are depicted on many of their carved stones.

They are famous for their ‘Symbol Stones'. These symbol stones give us clues about the Picts. No one really knows
what some of the mean but some people have suggested they may represent names, status or family
groups. Their skill in stone carving is evident from the many engraved standing stones that still exist throughout

Scotland and are housed in some museums. The Picts were very craftsmen.




