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Helsinki (Swedish: Helsingfors) is the capital city of Finland. Helsinki is the largest city in Finland
604,380(31.12.2012) people live in Helsinki, and 1,360,000 live in the Helsinki metropolitan area.

Helsinki is in the south of Finland, on the coast of the Gulf of Finland. City is in the Uusimaa region. When
one looks from Helsinki, Tallinn is on the opposite side of the sea, but it is too far away to see. A poetic name
for Helsinki is "the daughter of the Baltic Sea"
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History

In 1550, Swedish king Gustav Vasa commanded people to build a new city and move there. His idea was to
build a new place to trade, which would be more popular than Tallinn. The idea did not work well, and many
people retured from Helsinki to their homes. Later Sweden bt the fortress Suomenlinna in Helsinki. After
Russia had taken Finland from Sweden in several wars, they started developing Helsinki. Helsinki became
the capital of autonomous province of Finland. When Finland became independent in 1917, Helsinki stayed
as the capital city.

Geography
Helsinki spreads around several bays and over several islands. Some famous islands include Seurasaari,

Lauttasaari and Korkeasaari - which is also the country’s biggest zoo - as well as the fortress island of
Suomenlinna (Sveaborg)

The metropolitan area of Greater Helsinki also includes two of Finland's biggest cities, Espoo to the west of
Helsinki, and Vantaa to the north. These two cities, along with Helsinki itself and the small town of
Kauniainen (which is in fact surrounded by Espoo), make up the Capital Region (Pa&kaupunkiseutu in
Finnish or Huvudstadsregionen in Swedish). There are other towns nearby that are part of Greater Helsinki,
including Jarvenpaa, Kerava, Tuusula, Nurmijarvi, Sipoo, Kirkkonummi, Mantsala and Vinti. They have
become popular places for Helsinki commuters to live.
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Berlin facts for kids

Kids Encyclopedia Facts

Berlin is the capital city of Germany. Itis also the biggest city in Germany. About
3,500,000 people lived there in 2012. (In the year 1943 there were over
4,500,000 people).

The city is in the eastern part of Germany. It is about 70 km (43.50 mi) west of
Poland. Berlin has an area of 891 km? (344.02 sq mi). The rivers Havel, Dahme
and Spree run through Berlin. It has an oceanic climate (Cfb in the Koeppen
climate classification)

Berlin is home to many famous buildings and monuments, like the Siegessaule,
the Brandenburger Tor, the Reichstag and the boulevard Unter den Linden. On
the boulevard are the Humboldt University and the State Opera of Berlin. The
Governing Mayor of the city is Michael Maller (SPD).

Berlin was divided into West Berlin and East Berlin after World War II. After the
Berlin Wall was builtin 1961 very few people were allowed to cross from East
Berlin into West Berlin. The wall divided the city until 1989 when the East German
government (SED) decided to allow anyone to cross, and people decided to
destroy the wall

The Berlin Zoo has some Giant Pandas; which are native to China.




image2.png
Quick facts for kids
Berlin
State of Germany

—
—
Flag
Coat of ams

Beriin in Germany

Country Germany

Area

«Total 891k (344 sq mi)
Population (30 Noverber 2008)

“Total 3.400,000

« Density 3,820k (9,880/5q mi)
Tmezone  UTC-1 (CET)

« Summer (DST) UTC+2 (CEST)




image3.png
Bratislava facts for kids

Kids Encyclopedia Facts

Bratislavais the capital city of Slovakia. About 450,000 people live there. It
used to be called Pressburg (German) or Pozsony (Hungarian) and by
some other names. Bratislava is the seat of national goverment, the
presidency, and the pariiament It has several museums, galleries and of
other educational, cutural and economic institutions

There is a small Old Town, and a castle called Bratislavsky Hrad. The
Danube river goes through Bratislava
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Sightseeing
List of notable structures:

- Bratislava Castle
- St Martin's Cathedral

- Primate’s Palace

- Bratislava town hall

« Michael's Gate

- Grassalkovich Palace

= Novj Most (New Bridge)
- Kamzik TV Tower

« Devin Castle
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Flag Coatof ams

Nickname: Beauty on the Danube, Lite Big City

Country Stovakia
Region Bratisiava

Districts Bratisiava 1L I, IV, V
Landmark  Bratislava Castie

Rivers Danube, Morava, Lt Danube
Elevation 134 m (440 1)

Highest point  Devinska Kobyla
-clevaion  514m (1,686 1)

Lowest point  Danube River

-clevation 126 m (4131)

Area 367584 k* (142 5q mi)
-urban 85315 knr® (329 sq mi)
- metro 2,053 kv (793 sq mi)

Population 429,564 (2017)
-urban 583,600
~metro 659,578
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Coatof amns

Nickname(s):

Location n the Uusimaa region and the Helsinki

sub-region
T
Charter 1550
Capital city 1812
Area (2009)
« Total 715.55 km (276.28 sq mi)
«Land 213 km? (52 5q mi)
- Water 50255 km? (194.04 sq mi)
Area rank 167th largest in Fniand
Popuiation (20137
“Total st001
«Rank Largestin Finland
« Density 2865 67k

7,424 615 mi)





