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Words in Context 
Find and underline the following words in the text. 
Exclusion 
Warily 
Barren 
Desolate 
Gauge 
Braced 

What do you think they mean? What words could you replace them with?
Retrieval
1. Why is the narrator desperate to cross the exclusion zone? 
2. Why was the narrator surprised by what the woman was wearing? 
3. What city is the story set? 
Inference
1. How old is the narrator? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
2. What phrase tells the reader that the narrator likes blackberries? 
3. What has happened in the city? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
4. What kind of person is the narrator? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
Authors choice of language
1. The author uses a simile to show how the narrator moves – what is it? 
2. Who is the disembodied voice?
3. The author uses a number of questions in the extract – why do you think this is?
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wavering one way then the other, but e
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ow, having
returned with bags to collect the berries, I stll can’t de

de.

Is it really likely that someone is watching this desolate

space all the time, alert enough to spot one teenager breaking
cover for a few seconds? If they did see me, would they really

shoot?

1 look beyond the wasteland towards the nearest watch-

tower, attempting to gauge the distance, scanning for a flicker

of movement or a flash of reflected sunlight, but the concrete

and tinted glass give nothing away

back o the bush, picking out the glisten
ny mouth be nd allthe dire
7one evapor-

When my eyes fa

of dark, ripe berries, to water,

warnings I've heard about entering the exclus

ate from my mind. After a whole night of a
my les
1 crouch low and sprint, scurrying like a cockroach out

xious wavering,

rather than my brain seem to make the final decision.

into the troughs and hillocks of rubble, my knees almost

& my chin with cach step. As soon as 'm in motion
ance to the bush seems to stretch. | barcly breathe,
feeling utterly exposed, braced for the impact of a bullet 1
wouldn't even hear until it had ripped through my flesh
While every cell of my body drives me on over the angular,

disembodied voice drifts through my skull,

dusty surfac

asking, Why are you doing this? When did you get so dumb?
Why would you risk your life for something so small?
I fling myself to the ground in the shelter of the bush,

my knee on a jut of broken concrete, but I feel only a
dull echo of pain, even as blood pearls through my jeans. I

rely believe I have come out here, into this vast
ned rectangle of land that surrounds what's left of
London
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Inference questions.
| How old is the narrator? Support

your answer with evidence from
the fext.

What phrase fells the reader that
the narrator lkes blackberries?

What has happened in the city?
Support your answer with
evidence from the fext

What kind of person is the
narrator? Support your answer
with evidence from the fext

Choice questions

The author uses a simile fo show
how the narrafor moves — what is
7

Who is the disembodied voice?.

The author uses a number of
questions in the exfract — why do
you think this is?
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We See Everything
by Willom Sutcliffe

Tdon’t know if I can go throuy

Pressed against a shrapnel
expanse of collapsed brick, crumpled tarmac, crushed
d twisted steel at the

short dist

conerete a lackberry bush I spotted

yeste

nce into the exclusion zone.

I could run there in a few seconds. Anywhere else it would

be so casy. But anywhere else, the berries would be gone
A woman with grey-streaked hair, wearing a thick winter
coat despite the bright S
the apartment block behind me. Sh
shuffling away.
You don’t s

ptember warmth, emerges from

eyes me warily before

many people on the streets round here, at
the outer edge of London. That's why I come, to look out
at the exclusion zone and feel bricfly alone, away from the

noise and crowds of the city. I don't do it often — it's an eerie

place — but there’s nowhere else to catch a breath of wind or

look at anything further away than the other side of the street
All night I've been turning over whether I dare risk going

out into this lethal, barren area between me and the fes

wavering one way then the other, but e
returned with bags to collect the berries, I stll can’t de
Is it really likely that someone is watching this desolate

space all the time, alert enough to spot one teenager breaking
cover for a few seconds? If they did see me, would they really
shoot?

1 look beyond the wasteland towards the nearest watch-

tower, attempting to gauge the distance, scanning for a flicker

of movement or a flash of reflected sunlight, but the concrete
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Words in Context
Find and highlight the following words in
the fext.
Exclusion
Warily
Barren
Desolate
Gauge
Braced
What do you think they mean?
What words could you replace them
with?
Retrieval questions
I Why is the narrator desperate to
cross the exclusion zone?
2 Why was the narrator surprised
by what the woman was wearing?
3. What city is the story set?
Inference questions.

| How old is the narrator? Support
your answer with evidence from
the fext.

2 What phrase fells the reader that
the narrator lkes blackberries?
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